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Raising Up a New Generation
of Christian Healthcare Professionals

o you think that God is calling us 
to develop a new generation of 
Christian leaders who will carry on 
His Kingdom work after He calls us 

home?  I will confess that this concept hasn’t 
always been a driving force in my life.  It 
was always more natural for me to focus on 
caring for my own patients, and leave the 
medical student discipleship activities to 
someone else.  But God didn’t give up on 
me, and he certainly had great plans for our 
clinic.   
     Years ago as a young intern arriving in 
Phoenix, I knew very few people within the 
healthcare system.  My experience as a new 
trainee rounding on patients in the hospitals 
was dominated by faculty physicians who 
often resorted to intimidation and shaming, 
rather than mentoring and encouraging.  
But God had other plans.  Early in my 
training, God inspired two experienced ICU 
physicians to personally greet me and invite 
me and my fiancé to a dinner and Bible 
study that they hosted together with their 
wives.  They continued to pursue us through 
our years of training, and soon we were 
meeting with them as we worked together 
to develop and open The Neighborhood 
Christian Clinic.     
     When the time came to formally write out 
the mission of the Clinic, those two doctors 
made sure that the training and equipping of 
Christian healthcare professionals was listed 
as an objective.  If you visit our clinic today, 
there is a large banner in our conference 
room that proclaims this as one of our goals.  
Nevertheless, given the demands of our 
busy patient care schedules, it was often 
difficult to accomplish this task on a regular 
basis.  Truth be told, supervising the care 
provided by students takes extra time, and I 
was already a very busy physician. 
     But the medical students kept asking 
to be allowed to do electives at our clinic.  
Program directors began calling, and the 
number of college students hoping to enter 
training programs continued to increase. 
Each day, enthusiastic students arrived and 
joined in our work, bringing great energy

and life to our patient care activities, devo-
tional times and lunch breaks.  We worked 
to find ways to make sure that we could 
continue to deliver the same volume of care 
when working with students and also devel-
oped a process to assure that the medical 
students that we accepted for training were 
interested in healthcare for the poor and in 
the role of spirituality in healthcare. 
     Has this been worthwhile?  Allow me 
to share feedback I’ve received from some 
students and physicians: 

“To say that I was blessed by my time at 
TNCC would be such an understatement!   
I didn’t know all God had in store! “

“I had never seen faith 
and medicine inte-
grated together by an 
entire medical team” 

 

“My experience has 
influenced me great-
ly…it has changed my 
life and will influence 
my future decisions”  

 

“Thank you for the chance to sharpen 
my skills as a physician, but also for the 
privilege of getting to see a clinic and staff 
sold out to advance His Kingdom, proclaim 
the mighty works of God, and win people to 
Christ”

     The feedback that I have received in 
letters such as these inspires me to continue 
to invest into the training of students, resi-
dents, and young physicians.  I am grateful 
to faithful Christians who invested them-
selves into my life 30 years ago!  I know that 
they were motivated to be part of raising up 
a new generation of Christian healthcare 
professionals who will serve the Lord, and 
that they were inspired by Paul’s words to 
the young pastor under his mentorship, 
Timothy: “And the things you have heard 
me say in the presence of many witnesses 
entrust to reliable people who will also be 
qualified to teach others.” (II Timothy 2:2)

have volunteered weekly at 
TNCC for about two years, and 
it is truly the highlight of my 
week. I retired seven years ago 

from dentistry to travel, spend more 
time with family, and to complete bucket 
list items. With my extra time, I became 
increasingly convicted to find a way to 
not only serve my community but also 
to share the hope I have in Christ with 
others. I was convinced this would lead 
to serving internationally on dental 
mission trips but after being encouraged 
by two close RN friends who were volun-
teering & working at the Clinic, I began 
to volunteer there.
     When I first 
arrived at the 
Clinic, I was 
warmly greeted 
by Dr. Hoyner and 
Cheryl. I was not 
sure how I could 
contribute be-
cause of my break 
from dentistry 
and my inability to 
speak Spanish. There was a huge need 
for dental assistants so I began to serve 
in that capacity and interpreters joined 
me so I could communicate with the 
patients. I was given an orientation by 
Dr. Hoyner and Melissa and went right 
to work. I instantly felt I was part of the 
dental team and it was exactly what I 
had prayed for. 
     I was born in Natchitoches, Louisiana 
and moved to southern Colorado at 
age 7. I trusted in Jesus at an early age 
and am grateful to have been raised by 
wonderful Christian parents. My dental 
training was in Colorado, first as an 
assistant and then later as a hygienist.  
God blessed my dental career for over 
30 years. God has blessed me with a 
loving husband of 33 years, three adult 
children (two daughters & a son) as well 
as three granddaughters. They keep my 
life busy and full of joy. I am still able 
to enjoy travel, skiing, working out and 
spending time with friends and family. 
     Serving at the clinic is very reward-
ing.  I am able to interact with some of 
the most sweet, grateful patients, and 
I serve with a group of professional 
healthcare workers committed to not 
only care for the dental needs of patients 
but also their spiritual needs.  Praying 
with patients and staff is a true blessing. 
God is clearly at work in the clinic and I 
am blessed to use my talents to glorify 
Him and further His Kingdom.                          

by Dr. Paul Lorentsen

Volunteer Corner:
Carol Schamante
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Want to donate it to the Clinic? Give us a 
call at 602 254-0445 or email gplooster@tnc-
cclinic.org. We will arrange for pick up and 
handle all the paper work. It;s a great way to 
support the Clinic 
and receive a 
tax deduction.

Mobile Mammography at TNCC

 n September 21, TNCC hosted its 
                first mobile 

mammogra-
phy breast  

                cancer screen-
ing event that provided 
3D mammograms at no 
cost to twenty female 
clinic patients. Through 
a partnership with a 
non-profit organization 
called Check For a  

Go to smile.amazon.com, click “Choose your favorite charity,” 
and select TNCC to support us when you shop. There’s no 
 cost to you. Register today at http://smile.amazon.com

Join others who have already decided to 
help secure the Clinic’s future of Restoring 
Health & Restoring Lives for the uninsured 
and underserved through their estate plan. 
Interested? Please contact the Clinic or the 
Arizona Community Foundation at 602-381-
1400 or 800-222-8221.

I Thessalonians 1:2 We always thank God for 
all of you and continually mention you in our 
prayers.
     We do! At this time of year especially, we 
do give thanks for everyone associated with 
the Clinic whether they be donors, staff, vol-
unteers, vendors, patients or neighbors.
     The degree to which donors and volun-
teers play a critical role in the community 
of the Clinic cannot be overstated. We are 
so grateful for all who 
labor in God’s ministry 
to His people through 
the Clinic.  It occurs 
every day. It is evident 
everywhere you look. 
It is easy to see how 
important all of the work 
is and how it magnifies 
the name of the Lord. 
There are many feelings 
that come to mind when remembering the 
lives that have been changed, and those who 
have been touched by what would seem the 
smallest of gestures. Only God knows how far 
those seeds of grace will spread.
     It is humbling to consider the many ways 
lives have been touched because my personal 
life has been impacted by observing it. There 
is a story behind every picture and a soul be-
hind every story. I have the honor of assem-
bling the PULSE each time as well as other 
email newsletters and website content. I see 
all of the images and all of the stories as they 
are coming together to pass on to you. Inside 
the Clinic, you can really see what is going 
on. People who are having physical issues 
often look to God for answers while seeking 
medical and dental care. TNCC is one of few 
places where physical care comes together 
with spiritual care so beautifully. 
     Some of you donate time; some of you 
donate financial resources; some of you 
donate both. It is your example of selfless 
sacrifice that ministers to the uninsured and 
underserved. It makes a huge difference in a 
world where there are few stories of hope like 
those that are experienced at the Clinic. I am 
extremely and eternally grateful for each of 
you for being an integral part of the Clinic’s 
ministry. Give Thanks!

by Gary Plooster by Mickey Smith
Thankful for You

Current Clinic Stats
Patient

Visits Volunteers

October 2022 767 80 702.0

1158.0
775.8

85
77

768
613

August 2022
September 2022

Hours

Have a Used Car? Thinking About Your Legacy?

O

Amazon Donates 0.5% of the Price of Eligible AmazonSmile Purcases to the Clinic!

Lump (checkforalump.org) and generous 
funding, SimonMed’s Mobile On-site Mam-
mography Unit (MOM) came to TNCC’s 
parking lot for the four-hour event.
     The event was facilitated as part of an 
ASU’s Doctor of Nursing Practice quality 
improvement project undertaken by Paula 
Glessner-Vallee. Paula is a student at ASU, a 
Registered Nurse, a Women’s Health Nurse 
Practitioner and a volunteer at the Clinic.    
     The half-day event was a huge success! 
It is anticipated a similar event will be held 
in early 2023. Thank you very much Paula 
for coordinating with Check For a Lump and 
SimonMed. 
 
 
 

1929 West Fillmore Street
Phoenix, Arizona 85009

602 254-0445
gplooster@tncclinic.org

www.TheChristianClinic.org

Restoring Health & Restoring Lives

The Neighborhood
Christian Clinic


